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is a half a mile distant and the shore hard and sandy. In
its banks and bluffs coal is found in great abundance. Cop-
peras and other minerals no doubt abound upon the tribu-
taries of this river. The fine, rolling prairies, covered
with a luxuriant growth of grass and flowers of every hue,
which everywhere skirt its borders present to the agricul-
turalist a powerful inducement to search for the treasures
hid in their bosom. This whole region seems to have been
formed by nature for agriculture and I have little doubt but
that before another generation shall pass away those
delightful fields and plains will be covered with flocks and
herds. But alas! what will become of the pocr Indians?

5. There is also a small village upon the Mississippi
about 40 miles below Rock Island, of Foxes and Winne-
bagoes consisting perhaps of a dozen lodges. To the latter
band the prophet belongs who dreamed so fatally for
Black Hawk in 1832. These Winnebagoes as well as almost
all the rest are notoriously thievish and troublesome to
their neighbors, the Foxes. Amongst the Foxes who live
at the lower end of the village I passed a Sabbath. They
were now harvesting their corn and treated me with great
hospitality, but when the holy Sabbath dawned upon them
seemed to be entirely ignorant of it and of everything
relating to the concerns of the soul, accordingly they went
on with their work as usual; and when I spoke to them of
eternal things they only ‘‘made light of it.”’

Having secured my horses as I supposed and committing
them to the care of my interpreter, I retired to the woods
in order there to unite my supplications with the children
of God who were assembled in the sanctuary. This I felt
to be indeed a blessed privilege although I was as a spar-
row alone upon the house-top. But my interpreter being
unfaithful suffered the horses which were much troubled
with flies to get out and go off. As soon as I found it out
I made search as I felt it a duty being amongst strange
Indians. After some hours’ search they were found just in
time to save them, for the Winnebagoes had taken them
up and were upon the point of taking them across the



